MINOR LEAGUE RULES

2011

Minor League (coach/machine pitch) is for boys and girls 7 and 8 years of age.  This is a coach/machine pitch league that is designed for skill development and fun.

GAMES
Games/practice are played at Shattuck Middle School (Reed south, Reed north, Elm south) and the LL Diamonds at Southview Park.  The Neenah High School baseball teams have priority on the Reed south diamonds until 5:30.  Please stay off the diamonds until they are finished.  The practice/games should be approximately 1 ¼ hours in length.  Games played at Southview Park should end at 6:15 to allow the Senior LL games to begin at 6:30.

Coaches should keep the games moving by having catchers ready to return to the field after their team is done batting.  Please use assistant coaches/parents to help in this.

NEW FOR 2011:  We will start to have games sooner than in past years by utilizing the first part of the year to mix practice with a game each night.  Two teams will share the field for practice (infield/outfield then switch) with a game afterwards.  This will be for the first ½ of the season.  The second ½ of the season we will be playing games only and keeping score/standings in preparation for advancement to Junior Little League for some.
We will also be utilizing manual pitching machines at the three Southview Park diamonds.  Shattuck fields will be all coach pitch.  These machines will give the players a better chance to hit balls as they will be consistent pitches that they can hit.
LINE UPS

First three weeks of season (approx.) – “Balance skills with game development”

In the 1st inning everyone in the lineup will bat.  In subsequent innings 6 players will bat (unless three outs are recorded).  No more then FIVE pitches will be thrown.  If the ball is not put into play on the fifth pitch the batter will hit off of a tee.  Runners will be called out but there will be no strikeouts.  A normal infield (6) should be played with the remaining players positioned in the outfield.

Weeks four through end of the season (approx)

Innings will consist of three outs or once through the batting order, whichever comes first.  No more than FIVE pitches will be thrown per batter.  On the fifth pitch the batter is out.  No tees will be used during this part of the season.  Play ten players, with a full infield and four outfields.

Practices may be scheduled during the season and should be used to further instruct and improve skills and create understanding of the game and rules.  
BASE RUNNING
If the ball is hit into the outfield, players may continue running until the ball is thrown into the infield.  There is no stealing in Minor League.

Sliding feet first is allowed. Proper sliding instruction should be covered in practices.

The last batter in the inning should run the bases as a hit and not be automatically waived around all bases.

Batting team provides coach for pitching, 1st and 3rd base coaches to help the players understand when to advance to the next base.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

1.  The home team is responsible for having the field ready for play and picking up after the game.

2.  Have a catcher ready to play to keep the game moving.

3.  Utilize a batting lineup tool such as a dry erase board to help keep track of next batters.  You can also utilize this tool to plan for defensive assignments each inning.  This visual helps with keeping the game moving and getting more play in each night.

4.  Players should be rotated to have opportunities to play different positions.  For safety reasons, only put a player into positions they can handle defensively.  Particular attention should be given to the 1st base, pitcher and short stop position.

5.  Coaches can and should cancel individual games due to inclement weather.  Please notify Donna Joachim, the concession stand director at 722-1819 in you cancel a game at Southview Park.  The field should be cleared if lighting is spotted.

PARENTS

Please have your son or daughter to practice and games on time.  Have fun and get involved with helping the team coaches out if needed.
